CYC – MMH Parent Communiqué #2

Throughout this year in The Cycle of Seasons we have been watching the miracle of your child evolving!  We all have had joy, and at the same time, we have been carefully preparing your child for the next steps in his/her musical life.  I cannot stress enough how vital this year of preparation is for a functioning musician, one who takes joy in music, learns to play an instrument, to improvise, to write and read music.


What have we seen, and where are we going?   What is the miracle of your child evolving in front of our eyes?

- a child with a vivid imagination, who delights acting out the stories of everyday life, adding his/her own ideas, thoughts, and unique movements.  Your child’s 3rd grade teacher will be delighted that s/he loves story-acting!

- a child with growing control of his/her body, responding to the stories about Frogs and Worms, Leaves Dancing, and Little Rabbits with intently listening ears and an expressive body.

- a child with a rapidly expanding vocabulary of musical words.  The patterns which we chant and sing are our first musical words.  All learning is based on recognizing patterns, and your child is now echoing more and more rhythmic and tonal patterns.  I imagine s/he is doing even more of that at home than in class.

- a child who can listen and discriminate sounds, one of the longest lasting benefits of a sound musical experience.  In our world today which presents each of us with an unending barrage of sounds, developing the ability to tune in, to focus attention on a sound source will be a great asset as your child approaches more serious ventures in schooling.  In addition to that, being able to differentiate between a dog barking or howling, or the fine differences between the call of the cardinal and that of the chickadee – learning to listen rather than block out sound – further builds the quality which so many are looking for in today’s students: the ability to listen.

- a child who is increasingly independent.  Your presence in our music lessons, your companionship at home in making music – these are two vitally important contributions you have made in establishing your child’s growing independence.  Because you were there, interested, participating, the companion in learning, your child is growing more capable of trying out new things on his/her own.  The natural, gradual process of separation produces the secure, confident child who wants to learn more.  

- a child who delights in music, music-making, music in the group.

You are establishing music as part of your child’s life, giving him/her the songs to carry through childhood, for celebration and comfort, indeed to share with their own children.  The famous Hungarian teacher Zoltan Kodaly states that a child’s music education should start nine months before the mother’s birth…You are ensuring your grandchildren’s music education.

What a magical time of life, the years of age 3 and 4.  

Where are we going?   Next year we will build on all of these competencies as we take your child into the first year of sequential music learning:

- Singing with increased accuracy, range and repertoire.

- Listening to sounds in an increasingly complex context, distinguishing the sounds of instruments.


- Moving with increased expressivity, working with a partner, refining 
finger control for instrument playing.


- Writing and reading patterns of sounds.


- Composing for voice, rhythm sticks and drum.
This year together we have laid the foundation.  In my next communiqué I will expand more on what we will learn in Music Makers: At Home in the World.
