CYC – MMH
Parent Communiqué #1




For your young child every day is new, fresh, exciting, filled with new people, things, and events.  Events that appear ordinary to us as adults are a never-ending source of wonder and engagement for the child.  With no sense of time but the present, your child lives each moment completely.  The smallest happening is a momentous event!

This year, in The Cycle of Seasons, we are taking delight in the discovery of the world around us with all of our senses.  We imagine and create.  We are learning to focus listening skills to recognize and discriminate between different sounds.   We are learning about the language of music, patterns and songs, dances and stories.    Indeed, your child is beginning to build a musical vocabulary.  Your child’s ear – a vital organ of learning – is at a crucial point of development, and The Cycle of Seasons provides a rich, fun, musical, magical environment in which this development can take place!


The Cycle of Seasons is a time to be creative.   As your child hears the folk tales and stories that we are helping to pass to their generation, s/he will be able to move and respond expressively with the assistance of music specially arranged to fit the stories.


The Cycle of Seasons is a time for your child to listen and discriminate sounds.   This year, we will expose your child to different animal sounds so that s/he can begin “tuning in”.   Listening Games pave the way for Music Makers, where we will then be ready to discriminate between different musical instruments! 


The Cycle of Seasons is a time for your child to build a musical vocabulary.   The patterns that we echo in class are an important step on the path to music literacy.   We will be preparing the ear, voice, body, and mind so that your child can understand “how music works” before we begin looking at symbols and notation that will be needed when reading music.


The Cycle of Seasons is a time for your child to explore.  During this pivotal time in your child’s development, learning to use and master control of the body is of primary concern.  Your child’s insatiable curiosity will lead him/her to discover the world that forms the immediate environment, a world within reach to touch, handle and therefore know.  This is the time of constant discovery for the preschool-age child!   Cycles classes will provide a safe environment for him to grow and learn in this way.


Where does this lead?  Our year together exploring The Cycle of Seasons will give your child the foundation to venture next year into Music Makers: the world of making music together with other children and reading music!   Your child will be ready discover what music “looks like” as we learn to visually match musical notation with sounds.  In Music Makers, we explore the sights and sounds of many instruments as we learn about ensembles and the orchestra.  We travel through the natural habitats around us and listen and move to the sounds of our world.   Can you imagine the attentive listening skills your child will display in school, if he can distinguish between an oboe and a clarinet?  


Musikgarten is about a lifetime of music.  In the months ahead I will continue to tell you about our continuing musical journey from The Cycle of Seasons to the Woodlands, the Cattail Marsh, and the Meadow!

